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being, is hidden in a cave (dharmasya tatvam nihitam guha-
yam). It cannot be perceived very easily. This statement
of the Mahabharata is true even now. Ninety percent of the
people while talking and fighting for religion have no clear
idea about religion. It is evident from their behavior. A
person who understands the real character of religion never
behaves in the wild manner in which the so-called followers
of religion behave. In fact these ignorant people trample
over the spirit of religion and try to murder it because of
their ignorance. They say that the path of hell is paved by
'good' intentions. But the things can be improved only if the
real nature of religion is understood. There is no immorta-
lity without knowledge (rite jnanat na muktih), there is no
proper religious conduct without an understanding of the real
nature of religion.

And how can the real nature of religion be grasped? Only
by making a sincere effort to understand it. Sincere effort in
this direction means without being swayed by the opinion of
the masses and without being influenced by the interpretations
of priests*, pandits and mullahs. An ordinary person is easily
swayed by the popular notion of religion, because, firstly, he
is lazy and does not like to consult those books and persons
who have the capacity to expound real nature of religion; and
he is, secondly, afraid to oppose the public opinion, whether
right or wrong, because he thinks it advisable to be on good
terms with his fellow beings. Any opposition of the public
opinion is fraught with danger, because people have the ten-
dency to be ruthless with their opponents. The examples of
Socrates, Christ, <3andhi etc. are pointers in this direction.
An ordinary person is mainly interested in leading the life in a
smooth manner. He is primarily interested in furthering the
interests of his relatives. He may at times talk about religion.
Bnjt'he is rarely serious about his love for religion. In fact,
if reEgion is an obstacle in his temporal life, he shall like to
discard it totally.